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6  Discussion and Conclusions
In the previous four chapters design considerations for bridges have been identified 
at the four principal scale levels of the design; the scale of the landscape and the city, 
the scale of the bridge itself, the scale of the detail and at the scale of the composing 
material and the material properties. This chapter provides an integrated discussion 
and conclusions on the broad field of bridge design as it is outlined in the main body of 
this dissertation. The following chapter, Chapter 7, presents the recommendations for 
future research.
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§  6.1 Integrated, Integral and Valued bridges
The objective of the research is:
To identify a design approach, through all scales of the design, that leads to bridges 










§  6.2 Regional Identity
Research question 1 is:
What design considerations can be identified for bridges at the scale level of the 
landscape or of the urban texture, and how can bridges fulfil social, cultural and 





















§  6.3 Form follows Force
Research question 2 is:
What design considerations can be identified for the design of a bridge at the scale of 





































§  6.4 Fibre Reinforced Polymer bridge design
Research question 3 is:
What design considerations can be identified for the design of a bridge at the scale of 
the detail and that of the materialization? 
With the following sub-question: 
What design considerations can be identified to the use of Fibre Reinforced Polymers, 





























§  6.5 A bio-composite footbridge
Research question 4 is: 
What design considerations can be identified for the design of a bridge at the scale of 
the chosen materials, and of the material properties, that constitute a bridge? 
With the following sub-question: 





















§  6.6 Durable and sustainable bridge design
Research question 5 is:
What design considerations can be identified to achieve a higher standard of durability 































































































§  6.7 The Design Integrator
Research question 6 is:
Will the transformation of the role of the architect as the aesthetical advisor, to the 
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